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Abstract:
In discussing the human fascination with ordering and collecting the everyday and the useless, nothing 
is too everyday or useless, everything can be considered because everything is always being consid-
ered as fitting into one category or another. The thing about the everyday that I want to focus on is its 
completeness, its totality. Considering the everyday and the useless as vague descriptors for the totality 
of things subject to organization and collecting, mental and physical, in an individual’s life. Beyond the 
explanation of the phenomenon, there will be an attempt made to understand the implications of this 
instinct but also the root from which it emerges in the mind, the reasoning behind it. With the use of 
online databases and personal experience, I hope to shed some light on this impulse that feels so innate 
to the human conscious and therefore so unfathomable. 
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Lexicon:
To begin, I want to exhaust any and all possible interpretations of the words that will frequent this essay; the words that 
I have chosen out of the multiplicity of descriptors to attempt to define this phenomenon. The Impulse of collect and 
order the useless and the everyday. I’ve taken the definitions of these five terms from three different online dictionary 
databases, collecting all possible understandings of these terms and organizing them in correct and familiar dictionary 
format. All possible interpretations are useful to this quest. No iteration distracts from the search for complete illumi-
nation while taking everything into account and organizing ideas of productive relevance, neutral fascination, loose 
connection ect. In exhausting all these possible utterances, hopefully a useful definition with immerge for each reader 
alike as these databases exist from the uniqueness of personal understanding. 
The idea of the dictionary is in itself a type of organization of everyday speech, thoughts, and communication. The act 
of defining every word of language into a searchable, tangible database is a way of attempting to capture these enig-
mas into concrete pages of text. The indescribable phenomena of life are, to their best, quantified through blocks of 
these letter combinations that correspond to the lexicon database.

Impulse

noun
1. the influence of a particular feeling, mental state, ect.:

to act under a generous impulse; to strike out at someone from an angry impulse1

2. sudden, involuntary inclination prompting to action:
to be swayed by impulse1

3. an instance of this1

4. a psychic drive or instinctual urge1

5. an impelling action or force, driving onward or inducing motion1

6. the effect of an impelling force; motion induced; impetus given1

7. (physiology) a progressive wave of excitation over a nerve or muscle fiber, having either a stimulating or inhibitory effect1

8. (mechanics) the product of the average force acting upon a body and the time during which it acts, equivalent to the change in the momentum 
of the body produced by such a force1

9. (electricity) a single, usually sudden, flow of current in one direction1

10. an impelling force or motion; thrust; impetus2

11. a sudden desire, shim, or inclination:
i bought it on an impulse2

12. an instinctive drive; urge2

13. tendency; current; trend2

14. (physics) the product of the average magnitude of a force acting on a body and the time for which it acts2

15. (physics) the change in the momentum of a body as a result of a force acting upon it for a short period of time2

16. (physiol) see nerve impulse2

17. (electronics) a less common word for pulse (sense 2)2

18. on impulse, spontaneously or impulsively2

19. a sudden pushing or driving force3

20. a sudden wish or urge that prompts an unpremeditated act or feeling; an abrupt inclination3

21. the electrochemical transmission of a signal along a nerve fiber that produces an excitatory or inhibitory response at a target tissue3

22. a sudden flow of electrical current in one direction4

23. an electrical signal traveling along the axon of a neuron. Nerve impulses excite or inhibit activity in other neurons or in the tissues of the body, 
such as muscles and glands4

of the time interval over which it is applied4

25. inspiration, motivation5

26. a force so communicated as to produce motion suddenly5

27. incentive5

28. the act of driving onward with sudden force:
impulsion5

29. motion produced by such an impulsion:
impetus5

30. a wave of excitation transmitted through tissues and especially nerve fibers and muscles that result in physiological activity or inhibition5

31. a sudden spontaneous inclination or incitement to some usually unpremeditated action5

32. a product of the average value of a force and the time during which act: the change in momentum produced by force5

33. pulse5

34. a wave of excitation transmitted through tissues and especially nerve fibers and muscles that results in physiological activity or inhibition6

35. a sudden spontaneous inclination or incitement to some usually unpremeditated action: 
some uncontrollable impulse… maybe have driven the defendant to the commission of the murderous act--B.N. Cardozo6

36. a propensity of natural tendency usually other than rational:
the fundamental impulse of self-expression—Havelock Ellis6

37. an impelling force; an impetus7

38. the motion produced by such a force7

39. a sudden wish or urge that prompts an unpremeditated act or feeling; an abrupt inclination: 
had an impulse to run away; an impulse to regret that made me hesitate; bought a hat on impulse7

40. a motivating force or tendency: 
“Respect for the liberty of others is not a natural impulse in most men” (Bertrand Russell)7
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41. (electronics) a surge of electrical power in one direction7

42. (physics) the product obtained by multiplying the average value of a force by the time during which it acts. The impulse equals the change in 
momentum produced by the force in this time interval7

43. (physiology) the electrochemical transmission of a signal along a nerve fiber that produces an excitatory or inhibitory response at a target 
tissue, such as a muscle or another nerve7

44. an impelling force or motion; thrust; impetus8

45. a sudden desire, whim, or  inclination: 
I bought it on an impulse8

46. an instinctive drive; urge8

47. (general physics) the product of the average magnitude of a force acting on a body and the time for which it acts8

48. (general physics) the change in the momentum of a body as a result of a force acting upon it for a short period of time8

49. (physiology) physiol see nerve impulse8

50. (electronics) a less common word for pulse8

51. on impulse spontaneously or impulsively8

52. the influence of a particular feeling, mental state, ect.: 
a generous impulse9

53. sudden, involuntary inclination prompted to action: 
swayed by impulse9

54. an instance of this: 
an impulse to cry9

55.  an impelling action or force driving onward or inducing motion9

56. the effect of an impelling force9

57. a progressive wave of excitation over a never or muscle fiber having a stimulating or inhibitory effect9

58. the product of the average force acting upon a body and the time during which it acts, equivalent to the change in the momentum of the 
body produced by such a force9

59. a single, usu. sudden, flow of electric current in one direction9

adjective
60.marked by or acting on impulse: 

an impulse buyer1

61.bought or acquired on impulse:
to reduce expenses, shun impulse items when shopping1

62.characterized by impulsiveness or acting on impulse:
an impulse shopper; impulse buying7

Word Origin:
1640-50; <Latin impulsus pressure, impulse, equivalent to im- im- + pul- (variant stem of pellere to push) + -sus, variant of -tus of v. action1

Early 15c., “an act of impelling, a thrust, push,” from Latin impulsus “a push against, pressure, shock,” also “incitement, instigation, impulse,” past 
participle of impellere. Meaning “stimulus in the mind arising from some state of feeling” first record 1640s1.
From Latin impulsus a pushing against, incitement, from impellere to strike against2

Latin impulsus, from impellere to impel, first known use: 16475

Collect

verb (used with object)
1. to gather together; assemble: 

The professor collected the students’ exams1

2. to accumulate; make a collection of:
to collect stamps1

3. to receive or compel payment of:
to collect a bill1

4. to regain control of (oneself or one’s thoughts, faculties, composure, or the like):
At the news of her promotion, she took a few minutes to collect herself1

5. to call for and take with one:
He drove off to collect his guests. They collected their mail1

6. to call for or receive payment of (taxes, dues, ect)3

7. to regain control of (oneself, one’s emotions, ect) as after a shock or surprise: 
he collected his wits3

8. to fetch; pick up: 
collect your own post, he collected the children after school3

9. (Austral & NZ, informal) to collide with; be hit by3

10. collect on delivery, the US term for cash on delivery3

11. to bring together into one body or place7 
12. to gather or exact from a number of persons or sources: 

collect taxes7

13. to gather an accumulation of (objects) especially as a hobby: collects stamps7

14. infer, deduce7

15.  to gain or regain control of: collect his thoughts7

16. to claim as due and receive payment for7

17. to get and bring with one; specifically pick up: 
went to collect her at the station7
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18. to bring together in a group or mass; gather:
the teacher collected the exams9

19. to accumulate as a hobby or for study: 
collect old coins; collect folk tales9

20. to call for and obtain payment of:
collect taxes9

21. to be the site for (an accumulating mass), especially as a consequence of disuse or neglect: 
my guitar is collecting dust in the corner9

22. to recover control of: 
collect one’s emotions9

23. to call for (someone); pick up: 
collected the children and drove home9

verb (used without object)
24. to gather together; assemble:

The students collected in the assembly hall1. 
25. to accumulate:

Rain water collected in the barrel1. 
26. to receive payment (often followed by on): 

He collected on the damage to his house1.
27. to gather or bring together books, stamps, coins, etc., usually as a hobby:

He’s been collecting for years1.
28. (slang) sometimes foll by on. to receive large sums of money, as from an investment: 

he really collected when the will was read3

31.  to come together in a group or mass; gather:
sand collected in the crevices9

32. to take in payment or donations:
collecting for charity9

33. to come together in a band, group, or mass: gather7

34.  to collect objects7

35. to receive payment 
collecting of insurance7

36. to gather together or be gathered together3

37. to accumulate (stamps, books, ect) as a hobby or for study3

adjective, adverb
38. requiring payment by the recipient:

a collect telephone call; a telegram sent collect1

39.  (US) (of telephone calls) on a reverse-charge basis3

40.  to be paid for by the receiver8

41.  with payment to be made by the receiver:
called collect; a collect phone call9

noun
42. any of certain brief prayers used in Western churches especially before the epistle in the communion service2

43. a short prayer comprising an invocation, petition, and conclusion; specifically often capitalized: one preceding the eucharistic Epistle and 
varying with the day6

44. (Austral, informal) a winning bet3

45. (Christianity) a short Church prayer generally preceding the lesson or epistle in Communion and other services4

46. a brief formal prayer that is used in various Western liturgies before the epistle and that varies with the day10

Word Origin:
1375-1425; late Middle English < Latin collēctus (past principle of colligere to collect), equivalent to col- col- + leg- (stem of legere to gather) + 
-tus past participle suffix1

1150-1200; Middle English collecte < Medieval Latin, short for ōrātiō ad collēctam prayer at collection2 
C16: from Latin collēctus collected, from colligere to gather together, from com- together + legere to gather
C13: from Medieval Latin collecta (from the phrase ōrātiō ad collēctam prayer at the (people’s) assembly), from the Latin colligere to collect4 
v. early 15c. (transitive), from Old French collecter “to collect” (late 14c.), from Latin collectus, past participle of colligere “gather together,” from 
com- “together” + legere “to gather.” The intransitive sense is attested from 1794. Related: Collected ; collecting. As an adjective meaning “paid 
by the recipient” it is attested from 1893, originally with reference to telegrams5

Middle English collecte, from Anglo-French, from Medieval Latin collecta (short for oratio ad collectam prayer upon assembly), from Late Latin, 
assembly, from Latin, assemblage, from feminine of collectus, first Known Use: 13th century6

Latin collectus, past participle of colligere to collect, from com- + legere to gather, first known use: 15637

First known use 18938

Order

noun
1. an authoritative direction or instruction; command; mandate1

2. a command of a court or judge1

3. a command or notice issued by a military organization or a military commander to troops, sailors, ect.1
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4. the disposition of things following one after another, as in space or time; succession or sequence: 
the names were listed in alphabetical order1

5. a condition in which each thing is properly disposed with reference to other things and to its purpose; methodical or harmonious arrange-
ment: 

you must try to give order to your life1

6. formal disposition or array: the order of the troops1

7. proper, satisfactory, or working condition1

8. state or condition generally: his financial affairs were in good order1

9. conformity or obedience to law or established authority; absence of disturbance, riot, revolt, unruliness, ect.: 
a police officer was there to maintain order1

10. customary mode of procedure; established practice or usage1

11. the customary or prescribed mode of proceeding in debates or the like or in the conduct of deliberative or legislative bodies, public meet-
ings, ect.: 

parliamentary rules of order1

12. prevailing course or arrangement of things; establishing systems or regime: 
the old is changing1

13. conformity to this1

14. a direction or commission to make, provide, or furnish something: 
the salesclerk will take your order1

15. a quantity of goods or items purchased or sold: 
the druggist is sending the order right over1

16. (grammar) the arrangement of the elements of a construction in a particular sequence, as the placing of John before the verb and of George 
after it in John saw George1

17. (grammar) the hierarchy of grammatical rules applying to a construction1

18. (grammar) the rank of immediate constituents1

19. any of the nine grades of angels in medieval angelology1

20. (mathematics) degree, as in algebra1

21. (mathematics) the number of rows or columns of a square matrix or determinant1

22. (mathematics) the number of times a function has been differentiated to produce a given derivative: 
a second order derivative1

23. (mathematics) the order of the highest derivative appearing in a given differential equation: d 2 y/dx 2+ 3 y (dy/dx) − 6 = 0 is a differential 
equation of order two1

24. (mathematics) the number of elements of a given group1

25. (mathematics) the smallest positive integer such that a given element in a group raised to that integer equals the identity1

26. (mathematics) the least positive integer n such that permuting a given set n times under a given permutation results in the set in its original 
form1

27.  any class, kind, or sort, as of persons or things, distinguished from others by nature or character: 
talents of a high order1

28. (biology) the usual major subdivision of a class or subclass in the classification of organisms, consisting of several families1

29. a rank, grade, or class of persons in a community1

30. a group or body of persons of the same profession, occupation, or pursuits: the clerical order1

31. a body or society of persons living by common consent under the same religious, moral, or social regulations1

32. (ecclesiastical) any of the degrees or grades of clerical office1

33. a monastic society or fraternity: 
the Franciscan order1

34. a written direction to pay money or deliver goods, given by a person legally entitled to dispose of it: 
delivery order; exchange order1

35. (architecture) any arrangement of columns with an entablature1

36. (architecture) any of five such arrangements typical of classical architecture, including the Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian orders invented by the 
Greeks and adapted by the Romans, the Tuscan order, invented by the Romans, and the Composite order, first named during the Renaissance1

37. (architecture) any of several concentric rings composing an arch, especially when each projects beyond the one below1

38. orders, the rank or status of an ordained Christian minister1

39. usually, orders, the rite or sacrament of ordination1

40. a prescribed form of divine service or of administration of a rite or ceremony1

41. the service itself1

42. the visible structures essential or desirable to the nature of the church, involving especially ministry, polity, and sacraments1

43. a society or fraternity of knights, of combined military and monastic character, as, in the Middle Ages, the Knights Templars1

44. a modern organization or society more or less resembling the knightly orders: 
fraternal orders1

45. (British) a special honor or rank conferred by a sovereign upon a person for distinguished achievement1

46. (British) the insignia worm by such persons1

47. a state  in which all components or elements are arranged logically, comprehensibly, or naturally2

48. an arrangement or disposition of things in succession; sequence: 
alphabetical order2

49. an established or customary method or state, especially of society2

50. a peaceful or harmonious condition of society: 
order reigned in the streets2

51. (often pl) a class, rank, or hierarchy: 
the lower orders2

52. (biology) any of the taxonomic groups into which a class is divided and which contains one or more families: 
Carnivora, Primates, and Rodentia are three orders of the class Mammalia2
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53. an instruction that must be obeyed: 
command2

54. a decision or direction of a court or judge entered on the court record but not included in the final judgment2

55. a commission or instruction to produce or supply something in return for payment2

56. the commodity produced or supplied2

57. (as modifier): order form2

58. a procedure followed by an assembly, meeting, ect2

59. (capital when part of a name) a body of people united in a particular aim or purpose2

60. (usually capital)  also called religious order, a group of persons who bind themselves by vows in order to devote themselves to the pursuit of 
religious aims2

61. (history) a society of knights constituted as a fraternity, such as the Knights Templars2

62. a group of people holding a specific honour for service or merit, conferred on them by a sovereign or state2

63. the insignia of such a group2

64. any of the five major classical styles of architecture classified by the style of columns and entablatures used2

65. any style of architecture2

66. (Christianity) the sacrament by which bishops, priests, ect, have their offices conferred upon them2

67. (Christianity) any of the degrees into which the ministry is divided2

68. (Christianity) the office of an ordained Christian minister2

69. a form of Christian Church service prescribed to be used on specific occasions2 
70. (Judaism) one of the six sections of the Mishna or the corresponding tractates of the Talmud2

71. (maths) the number of times a function must be differentiated to obtain a given derivative2

72. (maths) the order of the highest derivative in a differential equation2

73. (maths) the number of rows or columns in a determinant or square matrix2

74. (maths) the number of members of a finite group2

75. short for order of magnitude2

76. (military) the order, the dress, equipment, or formation directed for a particular purpose or undertaking: 
drill order, battle order2

77. a tall order, something difficult, demanding, or exacting2

78. in order, in sequence, properly arranged, appropriate or fitting2

79. (preposition; foll by an infinitive) in order to, so that it is possible to: 
to eat in order to live2

80. (conjunction) in order that, with the purpose that; so that2

81. keep order, to maintain or enforce order2

82. of the order of, in the order of, having an approximately specified size or quantity2

83. on order, having been ordered or commissioned but not having been delivered2

84. out of order, not in sequence, not working, not following the rules or customary procedure2

85. to order, according to a buyer’s specifications, on request or demand2

86. a condition of logical or comprehensible arrangement among the separate elements of a group4

87. a condition of methodical or prescribed arrangement among component parts such that proper functioning or appearance is achieved4

88. a state in which all components or elements are arranged logically, comprehensibly, or naturally5

89. an arrangement or disposition of things in succession; sequence: alphabetical order5

90. an established or customary method or state, esp of society5

91. a peaceful or harmonious condition of society: order reigned in the streets5

92. (often plural) a class, rank, or hierarchy: the lower orders5

93. (biology) biology any of the taxonomic groups into which a class is divided and which contains one or more families. Carnivora, Primates, and 
Rodentia are three orders of the class Mammalia5

94. an instruction that must be obeyed; command5

95. (law) a decision or direction of a court or judge entered on the court record but not included in the final judgment5

96. (commerce) a commission or instruction to produce or supply something in return for payment5

97. (commerce) the commodity produced or supplied5

98. (commerce) order form5

99. a procedure followed by an assembly, meeting, etc5

100. (capital when part of a name) a body of people united in a particular aim or purpose5

101. (ecclesiastical Terms) Also called: religious order (usually capital) a group of persons who bind themselves by vows in order to devote them-
selves to the pursuit of religious aims5

102. (historical Terms) history a society of knights constituted as a fraternity, such as the Knights Templars5

103. a group of people holding a specific honour for service or merit, conferred on them by a sovereign or state5

104. the insignia of such a group5

105. (architecture) any of the five major classical styles of architecture classified by the style of columns and entablatures used5

106. (architecture) any style of architecture5

107. (ecclesiastical terms) a form of Christian Church service prescribed to be used on specific occasions5

108. (Judaism) Judaism one of the six sections of the Mishna or the corresponding tractates of the Talmud5

109. (mathematics) the number of times a function must be differentiated to obtain a given derivative5

110. (mathematics) the order of the highest derivative in a differential equation5

111. (mathematics) the number of rows or columns in a determinant or square matrix5

112. (mathematics) the number of members of a finite group5

113. (statistics) short for order of magnitude5

114. (military) the order military the dress, equipment, or formation directed for a particular purpose or undertaking: drill order, battle order5

115. a tall order something difficult, demanding, or exacting5

116. in order, in sequence, properly arranged, appropriate or fitting5

117. in order to (preposition; foll by an infinitive) so that it is possible to: to eat in order to live5

118. in order that (conjunction) with the purpose that; so that5
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119. keep order to maintain or enforce order5

120. of the order of in the order of having an approximately specified size or quantity5

121. (commerce) on order having been ordered or commissioned but not having been delivered5

122. out of order, not in sequence, not working, not following the rules or customary procedure5

123. to order, according to buyer’s specification, on request or demand5

124. an authoritative direction or instruction; command6

125. the disposition of things following one after another; succession or sequence: alphabetical order6

126. a condition in which each thing is properly disposed with reference to other things and to its purpose; methodical or harmonious arrange-
ment6

127. formal disposition or array6

128. proper, satisfactory, or working condition6

129. state or condition generally: in good working order6

130. conformity or obedience to law or established authority: to maintain law and order6

131. customary mode of procedure; established practice or usage6

132. the customary or prescribed mode of proceeding in debates, legislative bodies, meetings, etc.: parliamentary rules of order6

133. prevailing course or arrangement of things; established system or regime: The old order is changing6

134. a direction or commission to make, provide, or furnish something6

135. a quantity of goods or items purchased or sold6

136. a portion of food requested or served in a restaurant6

137. (math) degree, as in algebra6

138. (math) the number of rows or columns of a square matrix or determinant6

139. (math) the number of times a function has been differentiated to produce a given derivative: a second-order derivative6

140. (math) the highest derivative appearing in a given differential equation6

141. (math) the number of elements of a given group6

142. a class, kind, or sort distinguished from others by character or rank: talents of a high order6

143. (biology) the usual major subdivision of a class or subclass in the classification of organisms, consisting of one or more families6

144. a rank or class of persons in a community6

145. a group or body of persons of the same profession, occupation, or pursuits6

146. a body or society of persons living by common consent under the same religious, moral, or social regulations6

147. any of the degrees or grades of clerical office6

148. a monastic society or fraternity: the Franciscan order6

149. any of the nine grades of angels in medieval angelology6

150. a written direction to pay money or deliver goods, given by a person legally entitled to dispose of it6

151. (architecture) an arrangement of columns with an entablature6

152. (architecture) any of five styles of column and entablature typical of classical architecture, including the Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, Tuscan, and 
Composite styles6

153. orders, the rank or status of an ordained Christian minister6

154. usu., orders. the rite or sacrament of ordination6

155. a prescribed form of religious service or of administration of a rite6

156. a society or fraternity of knights, of combined military and monastic character, as the medieval Knights Templars6

157. an organization or fraternal society in some way resembling the knightly orders6

158. a special honor or rank conferred by a sovereign upon a person for distinguished achievement6

159. the insignia worn by such persons6

verb (used with object)
160. to give an order, direction, or a command to: 
161. the infantry divisions were ordered to advance1

162. to direct or command to go or some as specified: 
to order a person out of one’s house1

163.  to prescribe: 
the doctor ordered rest for the patient1

164. to direct to be made, supplied, or furnished: 
to order a copy of a book1

165. to regulate, conduct, or manage:
to order one’s life for greater leisure1

166. to arrange methodically or suitably:
to order chessmen for a game1

167. (mathematics) to arrange (the elements of a set) so that if one element precedes another, it cannot be preceded by the other or by elements 
that the other precedes1

168. to ordain, as God or fate does1

169. to invest with clerical rank or authority1

170. to give a command to (a person or animal to do or be something)2

171. to request (something) to be supplied or made, esp in return for payment: he ordered a hamburger2

172. to instruct or command to move, go, ect. (to a specified place): they ordered her into the house2

173. to authorize; prescribe: the doctor ordered a strict diet2

174. to arrange, regulate, or dispose (articles) in their proper places2

175. (to fate or the gods) to will,; ordain2

176. to put in order: arrange3

177. to give an order to: command3

178. destine, ordain: so ordered by the gods3

179. to command to go or come to a specified place: ordered back to base3

180. to give an order for: order a meal3
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181. to give a command to (a person or animal to do or be something)5

182. (commerce) to request (something) to be supplied or made, esp in return for payment: he ordered a hamburger5

183. to instruct or command to move, go, etc (to a specified place): they ordered her into the house5

184. to authorize; prescribe: the doctor ordered a strict diet5

185. to arrange, regulate, or dispose (articles) in their proper places5

186. (of fate or the gods) to will; ordain5

187. to ordain5

188. to give an order or command to6

189. to direct or command to go or come as specified: she ordered them out of her house6

190. to direct to be made or supplied: to order a copy of a book6

191. to prescribe6

192. to regulate, conduct, or manage6

193. to arrange methodically or suitably6

194. (math) to arrange (the elements of a set) so that if one element precedes another, it cannot be preceded by the other or by elements that the 
other precedes6

195. to ordain6

verb (used without object)
196. to give an order or issue order: 

I wish to order, but the waiter is busy1

197. to bring about order: command3

198. to give or place and order3

199. to give an order or issue orders6

Word Origin:
1175-1225; Middle English ordre (noun), ordren (v., derivative of the noun) < Old French ordre (noun) < Latin ordin- (stem of ordō) row, rank, 
regular arrangement1

Noun: early 13c., “body of persons living under a religious discipline,” from Old French ordre “position, estate; rule, regulation; religious order” 
(11c.), from earlier ordene, from Latin ordinem (nominative ordo) “row, rank, series, arrangement,” originally “a row of threads in a loom,” from 
Italic root *ord- “to arrange, arrangement” (cf. ordiri “to begin to weave,” e.g. in primordial ), of unknown origin.   Meaning “a rank in the (secular) 
community” is first recorded c.1300; meaning “command, directive” is first recorded 1540s, from the notion of “to keep in order.” Military and 
honorary orders grew our of the fraternities of Crusader knights. Business and commerce sense is attested from 1837. In natural history, as a clas-
sification of living things, it is first recorded 1760. Meaning “condition of a community which is under the rule of law” is from late 15c.   Phrase in 
order to (1650s) preserves etymological notion of “sequence.” The word reflects a medieval notion: “a system of parts subject to certain uniform, 
established ranks or proportions,” and was used of everything from architecture to angels. Old English expressed many of the same ideas with 
endebyrdnes. In short order “without delay” is from 1834, American English; order of battle is from 17691

Verb: c.1200, “give order to, to arrange in order,” from order (n.). Meaning “to give orders for or to” is from 1540s. Related: Ordered ; ordering1

from Old French ordre, from Latin ordō2

Useless

adjective
1. of no use; not serving the purpose or any purpose; unavailing or futile:

it is useless to reason with him1

2. without useful qualities; of no practical good: 
a useless person; a useless gadget1

3. having no practical use or advantage2

4. (informal) ineffectual, weak, or stupid:
he’s useless at history2

5. having or being of no use3

6. ineffectual: 
a useless attempt3

7. not able to give service or aid: 
inept3

8. being or having no beneficial use; ineffective: 
the pen is useless because it’s out of ink4

9. having no purpose or reason; pointless; to no avail: 
it’s useless to argue over matters of taste4

10. incapable of acting or functioning effectively; ineffectual or inept: 
he panics easily and is useless in an emergency4

11. having no practice use or advantage5

12. ineffectual, weak, or stupid: 
he’s useless at history5

13. of no use; not serving the purpose or any purpose; unavailing6

14. without useful qualities; of no practical good6

Word Origin:
1585-95; use + -less1

First known use of useless: 15923

lexicon
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Everyday

adjective
1. of or relating to every day; daily:

an everyday occurrence1

2. of or for ordinary days, as contrasted with Sundays, holidays, or special occasions: 
everyday clothes1

3. such as is met with every day; ordinary; commonplace:
a placid, everyday scene1

4. happening each day; daily2

5. commonplace or usual; ordinary2

6. suitable for or use on ordinary days as distinct from Sundays or special days2

7. encountered or used routinely or typically ordinary:
everyday clothes3

8.appropriate for ordinary days or routine occasions:
a suit for everyday wear4

9.commonplace; ordinary:
everyday worries4

noun
10. the routine or ordinary day or occasion:

we use inexpensive plates for everyday1

11. the ordinary or routine day or occasion:
“it was not an isolated, violent episode. It had become part of the everyday” (Sherry Turkle)4

Word Origin:
1325-75; Middle English everydays1

Late 14c., “a week day” (n.); 1630s, “worn on ordinary days (adj.), as opposed to Sundays or high days, form every + day; extended sense of “to be 
met with every day, common” is from 17631

First known use of everyday: circa 16233

lexicon
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Attempts to Define the Phenomenon:

attempts to define the phenomenon

Being inclined to look at one’s surroundings as connected and cat-
egorical, able to be categorized into groups, subgroups, formats, 
graphs, grids, spreadsheets, piles, stacks, ect. This inclination being a 
cause of a fear of having little control and permanence in these said 
surroundings.

The phenomenon that I am attempting to describe is one both mental and physical. A visual and database organization 
of things, ordering in stacks, in spreadsheet, in boxes, on display, but also Although both are highly subjective to the indi-
vidual, by social standards these two approaches to order can work simultaneously or disparate (e.g. a mentally unstable 
person who color coordinates in an attempt to create stability and control in their world or a messy slob who creates a 
mental system of organization to where only they know where their possessions can be found and in an attempt to justify 
their messiness to loved ones.)

It’s about a sense of permanence in a 
possession of objects. Objects in this 
sense become simply that, faceless, 
valueless, except in their life as posses-
sions to a specific individual. This also 
speaks to the accumulation of objects. 
Once objects are acquired in mass, the 
overwhelming state must be ratified 
and a sense of control must be regained 
by the organization of possession. This 
organization can take the form of a per-
sonal categorical organization, an ob-
jecting of objects to a hierarchical rank 
of personal importance or relevance, or 
an organization under guidelines of so-
cially imposed categorical norms.

The influence of a particular feeling, mental state, ect. (see im-
pulse definition 1) to gather together; assemble (see collect 
definition 1) and to arrange methodically or suitably (see order 
definition 166) the objects without useful qualities; of no prac-
tical good (see useless definition 2) and objects such as is met 
with every day; ordinary; commonplace (see everyday defini-
tion 3).

A search for control of one’s surroundings, in or-
der to take the kayos of life and mentally process 
everything in a way that makes sense and restores 
this false sense of control and organization to the 
individual. Each mental organization is unique to 
each individual, like when a seemingly disorga-
nized person claims that everything is in its place.

Wanting to accumulate a mass of something 
to show the possibility of breath, depth, girth, 
ect. of acquisitions. Testing the boundaries 
and possibilities for accumulation. Testing and 
wishing the acquisition process as infinite.

The desire to be surrounded by markers of permanence, control and a sense 
of self in an attempt to ignore the uncertainty and chaos of the outer world.

Attempting, through organi-
zation and means of classifi-
cations to comprehend the 
outer world.

In relation to and remedy of fears, phobias, paranoia, need for control and obsession.

The impulse to collect and order the useless and the everyday.

That feeling you get when you notice the similarities in everyday objects 
around you and you are inclined to match and arrange them mentally. 

The process of taking ob-
jects of little importance 
or relevance and ordering 
them in your mind as exter-
nal factors needing to be 
harnessed and control in 
some way or another. 

The wish to see one’s 
outer world in a way that 
calms fears and anxiet-
ies about change, time, 
and other of life’s prop-
erties that are out of 
one’s control. 

To search for order in the 
chaos of the everyday. 
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Tales of an Impulse Collector:

tales of an impulse collector

My grandmother has a paper collection: my mother’s report card, bills, receipts, birthday cards, newspaper clippings. My 
mother hates this about her mother and so has become the type of person with an impulse of discard. Once when I was seven 
or eight, my mother was cleaning up my room and she through out this black vintage purse with a big gold buckle on it that my 
grandmother had given me. I was furious at her. I slammed my door in anger, frustration and protest. I didn’t speak to my moth-
er all day. It was a completely impractical object, too fancy for a seven or eight year old to ever wear. I would parade it around 
my room when I’d put on other frivolous items in my closet only designated for special occasions to which we had very few.

I had a pin collection as a child. There seemed to be something in me that wanted to have a collection. I didn’t especially 
like my pins, I wouldn’t look at them or wear them. I didn’t need pins but it was what I chose to collect. My parents would 
put them as stocking stuffers or give me packs of them for my birthday. When we went to museums or concerts I would 
buy a pin. My grandmother gave me a couple and in total I had maybe 30, filling up a little box on my dresser. Before 
that I had a rock collection, some crystals but mostly different colors, types and shapes of rocks. There was a Buddhist 
shop near our house that my parents would always take us to. They had a display case behind the counter full of differ-
ent kind of small rocks with different names and different properties and healing powers. I would buy one or two every 
time we went. I remember my favorite was this light pink rock, I can’t remember the name but it looked like it would be 
called rose something. I numbered them all with a sharpie and had a key that went with the collection. Then I realized I 
ruined them with the permanent marker and they became less special. I still have a few of them lying around somewhere.

“For the child, collecting represents the most rudimentary way to exercise control over the 
outerworld: by laying things out, grouping them, handling them.”

Jean Baudrillard, The System of Collecting

Sometimes when I walk down stairs I count the numbers the stairs as I go. “One, Two, three, four, five, one, two, three, four, 
five, one…” starting over from one when I reach a new flight. Sometimes it’s the number of steps I take to go down stairs or 
walk from one place to the next, always in a rhythm though and starting back from one to restart the set. This is not something 
that I am forced to do every time I walk down stairs or walk from one place to the next but on occasion it does help me pass the 
time. There is a sort of calm and certainty in a set of numbers, predictability that brings the mind at ease in knowing the con-
sequences and repercussions of the next movement. “When I take another step; one, two, three, four, five, one, two, three...”

When I was younger, sometimes I would play cards alone when I was bored. There are very few card games that one can 
play alone,

Amazons Solitaire
Beehive Solitaire 
Bowling Solitaire
Calculation Solitaire
Canfield Solitaire
Clock Solitaire
Forty Thieves

FreeCell Solitaire
Golf Solitaire
Klondike (Solitaire)
Le Belle Lucie
Pyramid Solitaire
Spider Solitaire 
TriPeaks Solitaire

Games one can play alone:

Take a deck of cards with all 52 cards. Count them to make sure they are all there. This game works best with a deck of al-
ready shuffled cards, if the deck is new please proceed to shuffle. Once you’ve assured the deck is complete you can start 
the game. The object of the game is to match and order all the cards. There are two ways that this game can be played. 
The first way to play is by matching all the cards based on suit and within those suits, ordering them from king of ace. 
There should be 13 clubs, 13 diamonds, 13 hearts, and 13 spades. Another way to play is by matching them all by face, 
4 kings, 4 queens, 4 jacks, 4 tens, 4 nines, 4 eights, 4 sevens, 4 sixes, 4 fives, 4 fours, 4 threes, 4 twos, 4 ones, and 4 aces, 
and within these sets create the same order of clubs, diamonds, hearts, spades, or spades, diamonds, hearts, clubs, ect.
This game might not sound like much fun when laid out in plain terms but as a kid there was something exciting about 
putting all the pieces in their right place, the same philosophy behind puzzles, blocks or other matching games. The 
search for order in the chaos of a constantly new world I think was comforting. 

Although the only one a ten year old was aware of was the kind of solitaire everyone knows and this special game of 
matching I used to play. 
Rules of the game:
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Collecting the Useless and the Everyday:

collecting the useless and the everyday

My boyfriend recently became allergic to nuts, specifically almonds, but he hasn’t seen a specialist yet so we, both, are being 
cautious of all tree nuts. In this endeavor to avoid nuts, I have been keeping track, mentally collecting, all of the things we 
can no longer eat, isolating the list of foods that fall under the category, containing almonds, Brazil nuts, cashews, chestnuts, 
hazelnuts, macadamia nuts, pecans, pistachios, pine nuts, walnuts or anything processes in a factory that contains tree nuts.

Stewarts Ice Cream Amaretto Chocolate Almond Flavor
Stewarts Ice Cream Chocolate Buttered Almond Flavor
Stewarts Ice Cream Espresso Therapy Flavor
New Amsterdam Gin
Cranberry Scone 
Baklava
Chocolate Chip Chewy Bar
Chocolate Almond Biscotti
Chocolate Oat Balls
Chocolate Coffee Almond Butter
Rice Pudding

“It ought to be obvious that the objects that occupy our daily lives are in fact the objects of a 
passion, that of personal possession, whose quotient of invested affect is in no way inferior to 

that of any other variety of human passion”
Jean Baudrillard, The System of Collecting

Rug
Hat
Dress
Apple
Exit Sign
Car Back Light
Trash Can
Fire Alarm
Poster
Box
Pen

Words
Poster
Dress
Sticker
Uniform
Tomato Sauce 
Tomato
Crandberry Juice
Ketchup
Flower
Bottle 

Building
Bag
Dress
Shirt
Phone
Book
Photobooth Icon
Adobe Reader Icon
Flash Icon
Trash
Headphones

Poneytail Holder
Pen
Stop Sign
Shoe
Bike
Lady Bug
Car
Shirt
Skirt
Tomato
Ketchup

Hot Sauce
Pen
Text
Bag
Book
Stop Sign
Rug
Nail Polish
Shirt
Hat
Bag

A Collection of Red Objects 

Red is the color that most attracts attention. Surveys show it is the color most frequently associated with visibility, prox-
imity, and extroverts. It is also the color most associated with dynamism and activity.
Red is used in modern fashion much as it was used in Medieval painting; to attract the eyes of the viewer to the person 
who is supposed to be the center of attention. People wearing red seem to be closer than those dressed in other col-
ors, even if they are actually the same distance away. Monarchs, wives of Presidential candidates and other celebrities 
often wear red to be visible from a distance in a crowd. It is also commonly worn by lifeguards and others whose job 
requires them to be easily found1.

Empty Cup
Dirty Sock
Old Fruit
Left Glove
A Bead
Book Cover
Empty Gift Card
Potato Chip Bag
Bananna Peel

Toothpaste Tube
Orange Peel
Cigarette Butt
Bottle Cap
Shoe Lace
String
Tea Bag Cover
Broken Umbrella
Match Box

Straw
Clothing Tag
Candy Wrapper
Recipt
Pennie
Pen Cap
Key
Blown Light Bulb
Sugar Packet

Apple Core
Confetti
Shampoo Bottle 
Conditioner Bottle
Right Shoe
Nail Polish Bottle
Sticker
Tape
Cardboard

Chewed Gum
Used Tissue
Sunglass Arm
Boot Heel
Belt Buckle
Paper Plate
Coffee Stirer
Lint
Used Dryer Sheet

A Collection of Useless Things
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On 10 November 1951, Sir Hugh Beaver, then the marketing director of the Guinness Breweries, went on a shooting 
party in the North Slob, by the River Slaney in County Wexford, Ireland. After missing a shot at a golden plover, he 
became involved in an argument over which was the fastest game bird in Europe, the golden plover or the red grouse 
(it is the plover). That evening at Castlebridge House, he realised that it was impossible to confirm in reference books 
whether or not the golden plover was Europe’s fastest game bird. Beaver knew that there must be numerous other 
questions debated nightly in pubs throughout Ireland and abroad, but there was no book in the world with which 
to settle arguments about records. He realised then that a book supplying the answers to this sort of question might 
prove successful2.

collecting the useless and the everyday

Largest Collection of Keys3 
Lisa J. Large from Kansas City, Missouri has a collection 
of 3,604 keys. Large was determined to break a Guinness 
World Record before she turned 30. Already having a large 
amount of keys, she decided to continue her collection. 
Two days after her 31st birthday she exhibited her collec-
tion verified by Guinness. Her favorite key in the collection 
is her 3,604 and the key to her first house. (see figure 1.1)

Largest Collection of Beer Bottles5

Ron Werner from Carnation, Washington has the largest 
collection of beer bottles consisting of 25,866 individual 
bottles. He started his collection at the age of 14 and adds 
1,000 beer bottles to his collection each year. 
(see figure 1.3)

Largest Collection of Candles6 
Lam Chung Foon from Shatin, Hong Kong has the larg-
est collection of candles consisting of 6,360 different 
candles. He started his collection in 1980. His collection 
is housed in a temperature regulated showroom. (see 
figure 1.2)

Largest Collection of Magazines7 
James Hyman from London, En-
gland has the largest collection of 
candles consisting of 50,953 fea-
turing 2,312 unique publications. 
He started his collection in the ear-
ly 90s and it took approximately 
128 days to count the size of his 
collection. 

Largest Collection of Thimbles4 
Robert J. Harper from Brockville, 
Canada has the largest collection 
of thimbles consisting of 8,003 
different thimbles. He started his 
collection in 1986 with 12 thim-
bles. (see figure 1.4)

Figure 1.1 Key

Figure 1.2 Candle Figure 1.3 Beer Bottle

Figure 1.4 Thimble

Largest Collection of Sugar Packets10

Ralf Schroder from Deepen, Niedersachsen, Germany 
has the largest collection of sugar packets consisting of 
14,502 different packets. He started his collection back in 
1987 and his oldest sugar packet is from the 1950s. (see 
figure 1.7)

Largest Collection of Pencils8 
Emilio Arenas from Colonia 
del Sacramento, Uruguay has 
the largest collection of pen-
cils consisting of 16,260 black 
pencils from 72 different coun-
tries. He started his collection 
in 1956. (see figure 1.6)

Largest Collection of Salt and Pepper Shakers9 
Laverne Tish from Pierce City, Missouri has the largest col-
lection of salt and pepper shakers consisting of 6,971 differ-
ent pairs that he has been collecting since 1984. Among his 
10,845 sets, the 6,971 are approved to have no duplicates. 
He took over the collection from his mother and they are all 
displayed in his home. (see figure 1.5)

Largest Collection of Lanyards 11

Christian Gfrerer from Villach, 
Austria has the largest collection 
of lanyards consisting of 3,260. 
He had previously set this record 
with 2,671 lanyards. (see figure 
1.8)

Figure 1.6 Pencil

Figure 1.5 Salt and Pepper Shaker
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collecting the useless and the everyday

Largest Collection of Hairpins/Hair Clips15 
Rama V, 16 years old, has the largest collection of hair-
pins/hair clips consisting of 549. The collection was ar-
chived at the District Collector Camp Office in Ramana-
thapuram, India. (see figure 1.12)

Largest Collection of Toothpaste Tubes13 
Val Kolpakov from Alpharetta, Georgia has the largest 
collection of toothpaste tubes consisting of 2,037 tubes. 
His collection is partly displayed at his dental practice. 
(see figure 1.10)

Largest Collection of Gift Cards16 
Aaron Miller and David Miller from 
Scarsdale, New York have the larg-
est collection of gift card consist-
ing of 3,215 cards. They started 
their collection in 2007 while out 
shopping with their mom in order 
to make it more enjoyable. Their 
collection is housed in the family’s 
basement, on walls and in boxes. 
(see figure 1.11)

Largest Collection of Condoms12 
Amatore Colzoni from Carpendo-
lo, Italy has the largest collection 
of condoms consisting of 2,077 
different condoms that he has 
been collecting since the 1980s. 
The oldest condom in his collec-
tion dates back to the 19th century 
and is made from a sheep’s bowel. 
(see figure 1.9)

Largest Collection of Thermometers14 
Richard T. Porter from Onset, Massachusetts has the largest 
collection of thermometers consisting of 4,580 that he has 
been collecting since 1978. The collection is housed in the 
Porter Thermometer Museum in Onset. Because of his col-
lection, Onset is referred to as the thermometer capital of the 
world. 

Figure 1.7 Sugar Packet

Figure 1.8 Lanyard Figure 1.9 Condom

Figure 1.10 Toothpaste Tube

Figure 1.12 Hair ClipFigure 1.11 Gift Card

Largest Collection of Confetti17

Casey Larrain from Chatsworth, California has the largest col-
lection of confetti consisting of 1,447 different and unique 
shapes of confetti. She has been collecting since 1983 and 
her favorites include Wizard of Oz caricatures and Betty Boop 
shaped confetti. (see figure 1.13) Largest Collection of Matchboxes18

Steven Smith from Great Yarmouth, Norfolk has the larg-
est collection of matchboxes consisting of 20,736. He 
also holds the record for largest collection of matchbox 
labels with 1,054,221 different matchbox labels from over 
130 different countries. (see figure 1.14)

Largest Collection of Clothing Tags20

Tao Chung Lin from China had the 
largest collection of clothing tags 
consisting of 102,005 different tags 
that he has been collecting since the 
1970s. 

Largest Collection of Lip Balms19

Eleanor Miller from Tel Aviv, Isra-
el has the largest collection of lip 
balms consisting of 491 different 
balms. (see figure 1.15)

Largest Collection of Umbrella Sleeves22 
Nancy Hoffman from Peaks Island, Maine has the largest col-
lection of umbrella sleeves consisting of 730 covers. To show-
case her collection, her house became The Umbrella Cover 
Museum in 1996. At the celebratory counting of the collection, 
guests were welcomed to enjoy the collection and sing the 
museum’s official song. (see figure 1.16) 

Largest Collection of Tea Bag Covers21 
Josephia Zukerman from Tarzana, California has the larg-
est collection of tea bag covers consisting of 635 differ-
ent covers. She started collecting them in 2009.

Figure 1.13 Confetti

Figure 1.14 Matchboxes Figure 1.15 Lip Balm
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Largest Collection of Mobile Phones23

Carsten Tews from Brunzow Ot Stilow, Germany has the 
largest collection of mobile phones consisting of 1,563 
different phones. He has been collecting since 1998 
and the oldest phone in his collection is a 33 year old 
TEKADE BSA 31. (see figure 1.17)

Largest Collection of Matchbox Labels26 
Steven Smith from Great Yarmouth, Norfolk has the largest 
collection of matchbox labels consisting of 1,054,221 differ-
ent matchbox labels from 130 different countries. He has to 
have fire extinguishers in every room because a lot of the box-
es still have matches in them. He spends 10 hours a day on 
his hobby and also holds the record for largest collection of 
matchboxes at 20,736 (see figure 1.14).

Largest Collection of Calendars25 
Yakov Kofman from Chicago, Illi-
nois has the largest collection of 
calendars consisting of 16,552 
different calendars that he has 
been collecting since 1945. All of 
his collection are wallet calendars 
and most were acquired in former 
Soviet Union where he is originally 
from. (see figure 1.19)

Largest Collection of Ball-Point Pens27

Angelika Unverhau from Dinslaken, Germany has 
the largest collection of ball-point pens consisting of 
285,150. (see figure 1.20)

Largest Collection of Chocolate Bars24 
Bob Brown from Indianapolis, Indiana has the largest 
collection of chocolate bars consisting of  770 different 
chocolate bars that are all displayed at the Castleton 
Square Mall in Indianapolis. When not on display, they 
line the walls of his basement. (see figure 1.18)

Figure 1.16 Umbrella Sleeve

Figure 1.20 Ball Point Pen

Figure 1.17 Mobile Phone

Figure 1.18 Chocolate Bar Figure 1.19 Calendar

collecting the useless and the everyday

Largest Collection of Miniature Chairs28

Barbara Hartsfield from Ellenwood, Georgia has the 
largest collection of miniature chairs consisting of 3,000 
chairs. She has been collecting miniature chairs for ten 
years. (see figure 1.22)

Figure 1.22 Miniature Chair

Largest Collection of Candy Wrappers29

Amanda Destro from Venice, Italy has the largest collec-
tion of candy wrappers consisting of 2,048 wrappers. 
She began collecting candy wrappers 22 years ago, 
using them as bookmarks while she was studying. The 
collection includes wrappers from all over the world, in-
cluding wrappers from Poland, Slovakia, Chile, Peru and 
Panama. (see figure 1.21)

Figure 1.21 Candy Wrapper

Largest Collection of Playing Cards31

Liu Fuchang from Fugou, China has the largest collection of 
playing cards consisting of 11,087 different sets. (see figure 
1.23)

Figure 1.23 Playing Cards Figure 1.24 Miniature Chair

Largest Collection of Napkins30

Martina Schellenberg from Schwieberdingen, Germany has 
the largest collection of napkins containing 125, 866 different 
napkins. The collection is catalogued by theme and arranged 
in separate boxes. (see figure 1.24)
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fears of the collector

Fears of the Collector:

Anthropophobia (fear of people or society)

Below is a list of phobias and possible motivations behind the obsessive collector. I include this because the type of 
collecting that I am trying to focus on is this special kind of obsessive mental impulse that takes over life itself and can 
manifest and hide in many different inclinations, thoughts and habits. These classifications of mental processing of the 
outer world, all describe possible reasonings for the impulse collector.

“To seek refuge within a synchronic have might be seen as a denial of reality and a 
form of escapism, if it is indeed thought that objects are being invested with what 

‘ought’ instead to be invested in human relationships. And yet the immense power of 
objects to regulate our lives depends on just this option.”

Jean Baudrillard, The System of Collecting

“Ordinary human relationships, which are the site of the unique and the conflict-
ual, never permit such as fusion of absolute singularity and indefinite seriality. This 

explains why ordinary relationships are such a continual source of anxiety: while the 
realm of objects, on the other hand, being the realm of successive and homologous 

terms, offers security”
Jean Baudrillard, The System of Collecting

Carlfrukt

Status: SAS Member 
Join Date: Jun 2012
Location: Sweden
Gender: Male
Posts: 364
04-19-2015, 11:30AM

Anthropophobia
I read about anthropophobia and I think it describes me a lot better than social phobia/anxiety.

“Anthropophobia is the ‘extreme, irrational and unwarranted’ fear of people or society. It is a disorder 
which is often misunderstood with other social phobias. The main difference between the two is that: in 
Anthropophobia, the individual fears people in most or all situations, rather than, for example, only fearing 
people during public speaking or when eating before others, as is the case with social phobias. Thus, the 
difference between social phobia and the extreme fear of people is subtle and hence diagnosis is often 
difficult.

In Anthropophobia, the individual might even fear close friends and relatives and perceive them as being 
threatening as much as a stranger.
The person with the extreme fear of people understands that his/her fear is illogical. Despite this, they let 
the phobia affect their daily lives, education or occupation. They arrange these activities so that there is 
minimal interaction with people.”

Hermiter

Status: be Unique
Join Date: Dec 2013
Gender: Male
Posts:777
04-19-2015, 11:34 AM

sounds like me
__________________
Dont compare yourself to others 

truant

Status: Corrupted
Join Date: Jul 2014
Gender: Transgender
Posts: 1,690
04-19-2015, 11:49 AM

Yup. This sounds like me. I’m afraid of everyone all the time, including my own family.

But isn’t this just SA? Fear of public speaking, or eating in public, are just specific phobias, like fear of spi-
ders, not SA.
__________________
I know no better aim for life than to be broken on something great and impossible
- Nietzsche
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GetOutOfMyHouse

Status: SAS Member
Join Date: Jan 2012
Location: …
Posts: 568
04-19-2015, 06:32 PM

It feels like me at times...
__________________
“Be who you are and say what you feel, because those who mind don’t matter, and those who matter don’t 
mind.”

wrongguy

Status: SAS Member
Join Date: Jan 2015
Location: las vegas
Gender: Male
Posts: 1,514
04-22-2015, 02:20AM

That’s me. Fear of all people all the time. Wikipedia describes it as being the same as social phobia.

Lonelyguy111

Status: Moving To-
wards Destiny
Join Date: Oct 2013
Location: In A Dream, 
Somewhere Over the 
Rainbow
Gender: Male
Posts: 1,485
04-22-2015, 03:08AM

Anthropophobia is NOT Irrational !!!
That fits me perfectly too except I do not think it is irrational.

I have been beaten up and robbed, robbed at gunpoint, shot at a few times while walking on the street, 
been threatened with violence all while minding my own business. I lived in the Washington DC area for 
20 years and experienced a lot of violent crime.

People makes wars and commit mass genocide, bomb cities with atomic weapons, indulge in mass finan-
cial criminality, people are violent, lie, cheat, steal, and will take advantage of you whenever they can. The 
world at any time is covered with wars. Crime is rampant in government and industry. You cannot even 
walk down and average city street at night without worrying about being mugged or killed.

So anthropophobia / fear of people is NOT irrational !!!
There are LOTS of good reasons to be afraid people.

People can be raging beasts ready to devour you and tear you to pieces. Even the ones with PhD’s and law 
degrees. 

Any wonder some of us are terrified of humans??? 

Am I paranoid?
You bet!
For good reason.

fears of the collector
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Athazagoraphobia (fear of being forgotten or ignored or forgetting) 

“The man who collects things may already be dead, yet manages literally to outlive 
himself through his collection, which, originating within this life, recapitulates him 

indefinitely beyond the point of death by absorbing death itself into the series and 
the cycle”

Jean Baudrillard, The System of Collecting

xTKsaucex

Status: SAS Member
Join Date: Jun 2010
Location: Newcastle, 
England 
Gender: Male
Age: 23
Posts: 3,878
02-11-2011, 11:34AM

Athazagoraphobia (fear of being forgotten)
This phobia came up recently in a class of mine - basically we all had to choose a phobia and create pieces 
of art around it. So someone chose Athazagoraphobia - the fear of being forgotten, and as she went on to 
describe what it was to the class and it hit me that I’m afraid of pretty much nothing as I’m incredibly rational 
except for this one. I’m one of those types of people who can easily go through a day without saying any-
thing to anyone although I have been working on myself to get out there more. Also, since middle school 
I’ve noticed I really don’t leave a huge impact on people I come into contact with. Like were all work mates 
who get on fine but its not a weekend or out of work bunch of people I can call up whenever. So it dawned 
on me that I’d absolutely hate it if I, over the years, just became some sort of ghost to everyone as my close 
family passes on and the few friends I keep in contact with go their separate ways as well - which is already 
happening since loads of my close mates have gone off to uni.

Pam

Status: Fitting In Here 
& There
Join Date: Feb 2009
Location: Western 
New York
Gender: Female
Age: 46
Posts: 811
02-13-2011, 03:11PM

I never heard of that phobia. I must have it to a certain degree because I think I have had, at times in life, 
a strong fear of death, and half of it IS thinking it will be as if I never existed (so essentially forgotten). (The 
other part of it is I don’t know what happens after we die) And I already feel like I’ve been written off by 
some people already while I’m still alive, which feels real good. 

__________________
I don’t need anyone to approve of what I say or do...but it’s always nice when someone does. 

UltraShy

Status: Surrounded 
by Sadness
Join Date: Nov 2003
Location: Milwaukee, 
WI (BDSM sadist, 
Libertarian)
Gender: Male
Age: 42
Posts: 34,169
02-13-2011, 04:55PM

That’s a new one I’d never heard of before.

Given that I wish I’d never existed, I’d be fine with being forgotten as if I’d never existed.

I’ve made it abundantly clear over the last several years that my wish upon death is to be cremated and 
they can simply toss the remains in the trash. Why leave a trace, when if I had the choice, I’d have never 
existed to leave any mark.

__________________
DEA agents, being on par with Nazi war criminals, should be executed for crimes against humanity. They 
are guilty of inflicting mass suffering upon legitimate patients.
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Pam

Status: Fitting In Here 
& There
Join Date: Feb 2009
Location: Western 
New York
Gender: Female
Age: 46
Posts: 811
02-13-2011, 03:11PM

Quote:
Originally Posted by UltraShy
That’s a new one I’d never heard of before.

Given that I wish I’d never existed, I’d be fine with being forgotten as if I’d never existed.

I’ve made it abundantly clear over the last several years that my wish upon death is to be cremated and 
they can simply toss the remains in the trash. Why leave a trace, when if I had the choice, I’d have never 
existed to leave any mark.

I think it’s too late--you already have left marks. Probably with your strong opinions in the political & gun 
rights area (exact opposite to mine, btw, , I’m a liberal) Also every time I see you in a thread you really stand 
out with your avatar! It’s kind of shocking, to me at least.

I do kind of agree with who cares where our remains go? None of the choices are pleasant so it really 
probably doesn’t matter.

__________________
I don’t need anyone to approve of what I say or do...but it’s always nice when someone does. 

xTKsaucex

Status: SAS Member
Join Date: Jun 2010
Location: Newcastle, 
England 
Gender: Male
Age: 23
Posts: 3,878
02-11-2011, 11:34AM

Quote:
Originally Posted by UltraShy
That’s a new one I’d never heard of before.

Given that I wish I’d never existed, I’d be fine with being forgotten as if I’d never existed.

I’ve made it abundantly clear over the last several years that my wish upon death is to be cremated and 
they can simply toss the remains in the trash. Why leave a trace, when if I had the choice, I’d have never 
existed to leave any mark.

Famous remark by Marcus Aurelius : “What we do in life, echoes in eternity” - all humans have a made a 
mark somewhere.

__________________
Just let your dreams be your pilot, your imagination your fuel. Tear up the book and write your own damn 
rules. Use all that heart, hope and soul that you’ve got, and the love and the rage that you feel in your gut,

Hello again, to all my friends, together we can play some rock ‘n’ roll

Millenniumman75

Status: Mentor
Join Date: Feb 2005
Location: Dayton, OH
Gender: Male
Age: 39
Posts: 120,253
02-14-2011, 12:10PM

That’s a neat word!
I need more words like this in my vocabulary. It sounds like a Greek root because the Spanish verb is “olvi-
dar” <- that’s Latin.

__________________
millenniumman75
You are a success story waiting to happen!
Live and let live VACUUMS more than a Hoover....
Live and HELP live is better!

Bmwfan07

Status: SAS Member
Join Date: Jun 2007
Posts: 716
02-13-2011, 7:44PM

Quote:
Originally Posted by UltraShy
That’s a new one I’d never heard of before.

Given that I wish I’d never existed, I’d be fine with being forgotten as if I’d never existed.

I’ve made it abundantly clear over the last several years that my wish upon death is to be cremated and 
they can simply toss the remains in the trash. Why leave a trace, when if I had the choice, I’d have never 
existed to leave any mark.

That’s sad. 
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WTFnooooo

Status: FREE
Join Date: Mar 2010
Location: City of Mi-
ami Beach, Florida
Gender: Male
Age: 28
Posts: 1,692
02-14-2011, 12:47PM

Inevitably, the people who could have remembered you or do remember you perish and they are forgot-
ten themselves.

Bmwfan07

Status: SAS Member
Join Date: Jun 2007
Posts: 716
02-13-2011, 7:44PM

Quote:
Originally Posted by WTFnooooo
Inevitably, the people who could have remembered you or do remember you perish and they are for-
gotten themselves.

Yet there is a profound permanence to all of our lives, if you think about it. We change the world around 
us in the most literal of ways. The ground that we step on, that supports us--our footprints remain until 
some force disturbs them; the people we befriend and influence, who then influence others in ways whose 
meanings are colored by our own, creating a domino effect; the house we buy or build, the apartment we 
move into--we inhabit these and leave our marks, and future owners and dwellers, perhaps hundreds of 
years from now, can see evidence of these marks if they look closely enough; the businesses we start or 
work for, the initiatives we take, the tasks we perform--these all exert deterministic influences on the course 
of the universe; other people’s opinions of and stories about us persist in subtle, and not-so-subtle, ways 
indefinitely; our love for others creates a more harmonious, loving humanity; our seed creates our children, 
who have more children and more children and more, and each exerts all of these same influences on 
others. If it weren’t for us, absolutely none of this future would occur.

WTFnooooo

Status: FREE
Join Date: Mar 2010
Location: City of Mi-
ami Beach, Florida
Gender: Male
Age: 28
Posts: 1,692
02-14-2011, 12:47PM

^ I’m a determinist myself. I don’t disagree with what you said, I was just pointing out the fact that the 
remembrance of individuals is limited.
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Zomg

Status: Zomg It’s 
Mellie
Join Date: Feb 2010
Location: Canada
Gender: Female
Age: 25
Posts: 263
04-01-2010, 05:32AM

Atticus

Status: User Request-
ed Permanent Ban
Join Date: Nov 2003
Location: St. Louis
Age: 57
Posts: 3,567
04-01-2010, 05:34AM

Vanishing Flame

Status: SAS Member
Join Date: Aug 2009
Gender: Male
Age: 20
Posts: 3,772
04-01-2010, 05:34AM

Time going too fast ;/
I cannot believe it’s already April 1rst! It’s honestly scaring me how fast time is going by...especially now 
with this new gift of anxiety. I guess because time always feared me for a few years, and I concluded that I 
may have chronophobia. 
Does anyone else feel this way? Constantly checking the time, and noticing how fast March flew by?
It just makes me feel like I get less done in so much passing time...it’s pretty depressing -_-’

Not sure i fear time, but god can I relate to how it’s just wizzing by.

It makes me happy, getting done with another year of school quickly

Chronophobia (fear of time)

“In our era of faltering religious and ideological authorities, they are by way of be-
coming the consolation of consolations, an everyday myth capable of absorbing all 

our anxieties about time and death.”
Jean Baudrillard, The System of Collecting

“It is through our cutting up of time into those patterns we call ‘habits’ that we resolve 
the potential threat of time’s inexorable continuity, and evade the implacable singu-

larity of events. Likewaise, it is through their discontinuous integration within sets and 
series that we truly dispose of our objects, and this truly come to possess them”

Jean Baudrillard, The System of Collecting

 “…the setting up of a collection itself displaces real time. Doubtless this is the funda-
mental project of all collecting—to translate real time into the dimension of a system. 
Taste, curiosity, prestige, social intercourse, all of these may draw the collector into a 
wider sphere of relationships (through never going beyond a circle of initiates): yet 

collecting remains first and foremost, and in the true sense, a pastime. For collecting 
simply abolishes time”

Jean Baudrillard, The System of Collecting
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Freiheit

Status: o_O
Join Date: Dec 2008
Location: USA
Gender: Female
Age: 23
Posts: 5,832
04-01-2010, 05:43AM

I feel this way too. It’s going by too fast. I wish things would last a bit longer.

Zomg

Status: Zomg It’s 
Mellie
Join Date: Feb 2010
Location: Canada
Gender: Female
Age: 25
Posts: 263
04-01-2010, 05:32AM

Quote:
Originally Posted by Vanishing Flame
It makes me happy, getting done with another year of school quickly

Well I felt that way when I was your age too. 
Orrr maybe it’s because I never finished high school and now I’m behind in university by like 3 years, so 
maybe because I’m behind I don’t like time passing by so fast...I don’t know still trying to figure it out xD

happy

Status: SAS Member 
Join Date: Feb 2010
Posts: 53
04-01-2010, 05:51AM

gandalfthegrey

Status: Permanently 
Banned
Join Date: Feb 2010
Location: United 
Kingdom, Lincoln-
shire
Gender: Male
Age: 24
Posts: 389
04-01-2010, 05:51AM

Quote:
Originally Posted by Zomg
Well I felt that way when I was your age too. 
Orrr maybe it’s because I never finished high school and now I’m behind in university by like 3 years, so 
maybe because I’m behind I don’t like time passing by so fast...I don’t know still trying to figure it out xD

same here i cant belive its been 4 months since january crazy

2000-2010 flew by so quickly

im also behind academicly im only off to uni this year which puts me 2 years behind everyone else only cos 
of my anxiety

I feel the same way.

Where did the days go, I haven’t achieved anything in the past 6 months!!

Cepp

Status: SAS Member
Join Date: Feb 2010
Location: UK
Gender: Male
Age: 30
Posts: 194
04-01-2010, 05:51AM

Time drags up until then end of secondary/high school and then flies by the moment it ends >_<
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Zomg

Status: Zomg It’s 
Mellie
Join Date: Feb 2010
Location: Canada
Gender: Female
Age: 25
Posts: 263
04-01-2010, 05:32AM

Zomg

Status: Zomg It’s 
Mellie
Join Date: Feb 2010
Location: Canada
Gender: Female
Age: 25
Posts: 263
04-01-2010, 05:32AM

gandalfthegrey

Status: Permanently 
Banned
Join Date: Feb 2010
Location: United 
Kingdom, Lincoln-
shire
Gender: Male
Age: 24
Posts: 389
04-01-2010, 05:51AM

Quote:
Originally Posted by Cepp
Time drags up until then end of secondary/high school and then flies by the moment it ends >_<

YEAH I noticed that...

And I ask...

WHYYY?

Quote:
Originally Posted by Zomg
Yeah this year is going by way too fastt!!!
2000-2010 did go by quickly but not as fast as now...lol I remember when I was ten and I wanted to be 
awake when it hit 2000 because I thought the world was going to be in turmoil haha, but I fell asleep 
and missed it xD

Awee your anxiety caused that? Because you cannot focus on your work or you just don’t want to go to 
university yet?

I have a bit of an attention/concentration problem, but i also fear the social aspect of uni but im gonna give 
it a go

Quote:
Originally Posted by Vanishing Flame
I fear that when I’m in university, I’m gonna wish I was in high school again, so I’m confused if I want time 
to pass quickly or slowly!

Well university can be worse when it comes to anxiety with the workload and all the new changes...but 
when it comes to the students it should be better for you. People in university are way more mature than 
high school...many people just want to survive in the studying battle >.>

Zomg

Status: Zomg It’s 
Mellie
Join Date: Feb 2010
Location: Canada
Gender: Female
Age: 25
Posts: 263
04-01-2010, 05:32AM

Quote:
Originally Posted by gandalfthegrey
same here i cant belive its been 4 months since january crazy

2000-2010 flew by so quickly

im also behind academicly im only off to uni this year which puts me 2 years behind everyone else only 
cos of my anxiety

Yeah this year is going by way too fastt!!!
2000-2010 did go by quickly but not as fast as now...lol I remember when I was ten and I wanted to be 
awake when it hit 2000 because I thought the world was going to be in turmoil haha, but I fell asleep and 
missed it xD

Awee your anxiety caused that? Because you cannot focus on your work or you just don’t want to go to 
university yet?

Vanishing Flame

Status: SAS Member
Join Date: Aug 2009
Gender: Male
Age: 20
Posts: 3,772
04-01-2010, 05:34AM

Quote:
Originally Posted by Zomg
Well I felt that way when I was your age too. 
Orrr maybe it’s because I never finished high school and now I’m behind in university by like 3 years, so 
maybe because I’m behind I don’t like time passing by so fast...I don’t know still trying to figure it out xD

I fear that when I’m in university, I’m gonna wish I was in high school again, so I’m confused if I want time to 
pass quickly or slowly!
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Gerascophobia (fear of growing old)

“The active phase of collecting seems to occur between the ages of seven and 
twelve, during the period of latency prior to puberty. With the onset of puberty, the 
collecting impulse tends to disappear, though occasionally it resurfaces after a very 

short interval. Later on, it is men in their forties who seem most prone to the pas-
sion. In short, a correlation with sexuality can generally be demonstrated, so that the 
activity of collecting may be seen as a powerful mechanism of compensation during 

critical phases in a person’s sexual development”
Jean Baudrillard, The System of Collecting

“I am not exaggerating when I say that to a true collector the acquisition of an old 
book is its rebirth”

Walter Benjamin, Unpacking My Library

“Among children, collection is only one process of renewal; other processes are the 
painting of objects, the cutting out of figures, the application of decals—the whole 

range of childlike modes of acquisition, from touching things to giving them names” 
Walter Benjamin, Unpacking My Library

“To renew the old world—that is the collector’s deepest desire when he is driven to 
acquire new things...”

Walter Benjamin, Unpacking My Library

max87

Status: Nowhere Man
Join Date: Aug 2010
Location: Mexico
Gender: Male
Age: 28
Posts: 762
09-070-2011, 07:43AM

Afraid of getting old
Just the idea of picturing myself with 80 + y.o., with dementia or alzheimer, in a retirement house without 
knowing what is going on around me just freaks me out. 
I question myself if anything i have ever done is worthy because after all, we all get old, get somewhat 
useless and die. 
I don’t want anyone to deal with me when i am in that situation. 
Am i the only one with fear of getting old? Have you ever pictured yourself as an elderly man or woman? 
Not like being 60, 65 years old and live in your house with your wife and grandsons playing with you. No, i 
mean being 80, 85 unable to walk, in a retirement house with mental problems (like my grandparents did). 
Guess i am just too afraid of everything.
__________________
“I swear to you gentlemen, that to be overly conscious is a sickness, a real, thorough sickness.” 

- Fyodor Dostoevsky Notes From The Underground

“It’s noble to be timid, illustrious to fail to act, sublime to be inept at living....”

- Fernando Pessoa The Book Of Disquiet 

“Let down and hanging around
Crushed like a bug in the ground... “

- Radiohead Let Down

UniversalPolymath

Status: SAS Member
Join Date: Jun 2011
Posts: 411
09-07-2011, 07:58AM

I think about this quite often too. It’s terrifying.
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CourtneyB

Status: Dancing on 
my own
Join Date: Jul 2010
Location: Maryland
Gender: Female
Age: 25
Posts: 1,649
09-07-2011, 08:08AM

I am terrified, too. I keep trying to plan ahead (like that will help...pfft) and save enough money etc for 
when I (someday) am on my own but I know it’ll never be enough.

__________________
Anyone who can touch you can hurt you or heal you. Anyone who can reach you can love you or leave 
you...so be gentle

StayingMotivated

Status: SAS Member
Join Date: Sep 2011
Location: California
Gender: Female
Posts: 823
09-07-2011, 08:11AM

I’m only afraid of being old and lonely. Don’t worry too much about the future it’s not guaranteed to you.

6OH2 

Status: SAS Member 
Join Date: Sep 2011
Location: the desert
Gender: Male
Posts: 67
09-07-2011, 12:06PM

I’ve read numerous times that there will be a cure for Alheimers within 20 years. If that actually happens, 
who knows? But I think it’s safe to say that by the time you reach that age medicine will have come far 
enough along that that will no longer be a worry.

Tugwahquah

Status: Permanently 
Banned
Join Date: Apr 2011
Posts: 974
09-07-2011, 12:24PM

GaySilentPsycho 

Status: GaySilentPsy-
cho
Join Date: Sep 2011
Location: Detroit, Mi
Gender: Male
Posts: 16
09-07-2011, 12:43PM

Im halfway there, it doesnt bother me really. Ive still got a long ways to go.

Quote:
Originally Posted by max87
Just the idea of picturing myself with 80 + y.o., with dementia or alzheimer, in a retirement house with-
out knowing what is going on around me just freaks me out. 
I question myself if anything i have ever done is worthy because after all, we all get old, get somewhat 
useless and die. 
I don’t want anyone to deal with me when i am in that situation. 
Am i the only one with fear of getting old? Have you ever pictured yourself as an elderly man or 
woman? Not like being 60, 65 years old and live in your house with your wife and grandsons playing 
with you. No, i mean being 80, 85 unable to walk, in a retirement house with mental problems (like my 
grandparents did). 
Guess i am just too afraid of everything.

God yes! Esp. since I have a genetic predispostion to developing it (twice as more so than the average per-
son) and the medications I use to take pretty much cause Azheimer’s. Plus, i’m already experiencing a lot of 
the symptoms!
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BKrakow

Status: SAS Member
Join Date: Jul 2010
Location: new en-
gland
Gender: Female
Posts: 2,095
09-07-2011, 12:48PM

it does scare me. sometimes I’ll just look at an elderly person struggling to walk down the street and I’ll 
think, I’m going to be like that someday. it’s terrifying and surreal at the same time. definitely not worth 
worrying about it at such a young age, though. when I have these thoughts, I use it as motivation to enjoy 
my youth and health while I can.

IvyAndRoses

Status: SAS Member
Join Date: Sep 2011
Location: USA
Gender: Female
Age: 32
Posts: 307
09-07-2011, 12:50PM

I have enough to worry about in the present to think that far in the future.

__________________
“In this blackened Wonderland I am the darkened Alice.”

wootmehver

Status: SAS Member
Join Date: Oct 2007
Location: The Dark 
Ages
Gender: Male
Posts: 3,091
09-07-2011, 01:22PM

I have recurring nightmares of being old and wrinkled and flatulent and playing bingo regularly or being 
trapped in a nursing home forever surrounded by wailing inmates and horrible smells. Once I even woke 
up screaming that a set of demonic dentures was trying to bite me. I think I have a full-blown case of 
gerontophobia, I can’t even look at a AARP commercial without having a panic attack. I will try to keep this 
short as I know my complaining about this might get old and even that freaks me out.

__________________
“If the only thing people learned was not to be afraid of their experience, that alone would change the 
world.” -Syd Banks

jamesd

Status: Permanently 
Banned 
Join Date: Feb 2011
Age: 29
Posts: 2,524
09-07-2011, 01:25PM

Quote:
Originally Posted by IvyAndRoses
I have enough to worry about in the present to think that far in the future.

My thoughts exactly. I don’t even think about turning 30 yet even though it’s around the corner. I have too 
much baggage already. By the time I am 40 I would probably be dead from all the stress.

hollowtears

Status: User Request-
ed Permanent Ban
Join Date: Sep 2011
Gender: Female
Age: 31
Posts: 136
09-07-2011, 01:49PM

Yes, I am afraid. It would be perfect to die at 35. 27 is old, but a bit too young to die.

Eski

Status: Easy 
Join Date: Aug 2011
Location: London, 
England
Gender: Male
Posts: 874
09-07-2011, 05:58PM

As long as i grow old with a woman who loves me, i dont care. Growing old on my own however. . . diff 
story, i’d rather kill myself.
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Necrophobia (fear of death or dead things)

“A deeper, more distant view reveals that the objects I have collected are constant 
evocations of mortality and death, which of course could also be said of the objects 

in Freud’s collection and perhaps in all collections” 
Working Through Objects, Susan Hiller

“I am trying to seek immortality and meaning through objects, and at the same 
time I am trying to say that my own process of accumulation is really quite analyzed 
and thought through, and in fact is a critical homage to Freud and a form of seeing 

through and working through. It has a double edge” 
Working Through Objects, Susan Hiller

daddysgirl34

Status: SAS Member
Join Date: Jan 2011
Posts: 6
01-07-2011,12:53 AM

Hi Fear of death here
I have been battling this problem since as far back as I can remember. I am 36 I have been on xanax for 
years now they help my mind from racing but it doesn’t stop my fear of death just makes me not think 
about it so much. I went and seen a psychologist Tuesday for this not the first time I have went for help but 
this one made me feel like crap. She diagnosed me as having severe anxiety disorder and being agora-
phobic which I already knew that. She said I should face my fear I asked her how do you face your fear of 
death “Get in my car and run it off a cliff and if I live say YEAH I’m alive I faced my fear of death” I’m not 
trying to be a smartbutt about this but I poured my heart out to this woman and that’s the response I got. 
Now I really feel like I am the only one that feels this way I have a lot of health problems on top of this that 
is not associated with my anxiety disorder but it does make them worse. I had a rare condition that if they 
would not of found it would of killed me which is SMA (duedenum blockage from superior mesentric 
artery syndrome) Does anyone else feel this way I use to keep a clean house you could eat off my floors 
now I keep myself in my bedroom so I don’t bother anyone else with my problem. If you feel everyday you 
wake up that it’s going to be your last until the next day comes please let me know because I feel like I am 
the only one on this earth that feels like this.

King Moonracer

Status: ENTP with 
SA...How?
Join Date: Oct 2010
Location: central ny
Gender: Male
Age: 23
Posts: 2,416
01-07-2011,12:58 AM

Looks like to me you are ****ed up. So your scared that you will die at any moment???
Why do you feel this way? What causes this fear? Did someome you knoe an love die as you were a child?

daddysgirl34

Status: SAS Member
Join Date: Jan 2011
Posts: 6
01-07-2011,12:53 AM

Which person?
I think that was rude to say I was ****ed up I’m on here to meet people that can relate to me but you want 
to know so here it is. When I was 13 I found a my friend dead in a closet he accidentally hung hisself. At 
the age of 18 I lost my best friend in a car wreck. Then when I was 26 my boyfriend killed himsself and in 
between the age of 18 and 26 my 2 grandmaw’s died. When I was 30 my daddy died of cancer within 2 
months of finding out then in 2007 my mom died the same way. Then on JANUARY 10, 2009 my precious 
nephew Richard got killed by a hit and run driver that got 3 years probation. SO NOW DOES THAT AN-
SWER YOUR QUESTION?

Amocholes

Status: Retired En-
forcer
Join Date: Nov 2003
Location: Resident 
Curmudgeon
Gender: Male
Age: 55
Posts: 18,694
01-07-2011,02:16 AM

I do not believe he was trying to be rude. Although his choice of wording was questionable, I think he just 
wanted to know more as to why you fear death,
__________________

It is ironic, how often one comes across an atheist with a “holier than thou” attitude.
---Novius---
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contranigma

Status: SAS Master
Join Date: Jun 2009
Location: Midwest
Gender: Male
Age: 27
Posts: 943
01-07-2011,02:42 AM

Welcome daddysgirl. I hope that you can find someone here who can relate. This is a social anxiety forum, 
but there are people here that have many other anxieties in conjunction with this. Personally, I can only 
relate to being somewhat agoraphobic. A fear of death is more abstract to me, so I imagine it affects fewer 
people. If it is a comfort to you, I very much doubt you are the only one with this fear. I remember a char-
acter in a movie, I think it was “K-Pax”, that has this fear. Ironically, he is cured by facing it as your therapist 
suggests (kevin spacey starts to choke him to give him the feeling that he will die). I understand how what 
your therapist suggested sounded simplistic and perhaps unsympathetic to you, but what other option is 
there to address your fear? Maybe you can face it not in a real way, but just on an emotional level. At times, 
I imagine death to be a positive thing, especially if one’s life is full of suffering.

daddysgirl34

Status: SAS Member
Join Date: Jan 2011
Posts: 6
01-07-2011,12:53 AM

Thanks 4 the quote
I try to live everyday to the fullest and overcome my phobia but it is hard. If I could fix my health problems 
in a whole then I think the anxiety and agoraphobia would go away.

daddysgirl34

Status: SAS Member
Join Date: Jan 2011
Posts: 6
01-07-2011,12:53 AM

Thanks never heard of that movie but will try and find it and watch it seeing what you said it does make 
sense about facing my fear just not to the extent i took it from her. I also have social anxiety can’t be around 
a lot of people if i do go out. A trip to the grocery store is a chore unless its not crowded but if a lot of 
people r in there I have to get out.

confidencelost

Status: User Request-
ed Permanent Ban
Join Date: Sep 2010
Gender: Male
Posts: 613
01-07-2011,03:25 AM

I think that when we face the death or near death or the loved ones in our lives then we naturally contem-
plate death. In your case it sounds like you have had some quite traumatic experiences with death, espe-
cially with people close to you dying young.

I agree with what contranigma said about facing the fear of death on an emotional level. I would go so far 
as to say on a spiritual level also. You have to come to terms with the idea that our physical existence is 
limited. Exactly how you do that, nobody can answer for you because it is very personal and individual, but 
I think if you spend some time contemplating the nature of your existence and how you are obviously part 
of something greater then you’ll be on the right path.

Welcome to the forum! I’m sure there was a thread on the forum a month or so back about the fear of 
dying, so you should do a search for that.

OtherGlove

Status: Permanently 
Banned
Join Date: Dec 2010
Location: New En-
gland
Gender: Male
Age: 31
Posts: 565
01-07-2011,03:38 AM

I’ve experienced a lot of death as well, but it’s done the opposite to me. I’ve come to expect it, and I really 
have a hard time showing emotion when someone dies. Still, I think about it a lot. 

I think of individual lives as stories. Every story has an ending, but at least there was a plot, full of conflicts, 
triumphs, humor, sadness...whatever. Point is, your fears are holding you back, your story is at a stand-still. 

I wouldn’t give up on therapy, but it doesn’t work if you don’t go consistently. It’s also important that the 
therapist is good, and also a real psychologist. A lot of HMOs like to disguise social workers as psycholo-
gists, because they don’t have to pay them as much. They’re more brutally honest than they are insightful. 
Seems like group therapy might be good for this too.

There must be things that trigger the fear. Those are the things you have to face. Like if you’re afraid of 
driving, for example, go for a drive with someone a few times a week, just as an example. That’s what the 
therapist meant.

You aren’t f’d up, and you aren’t the only person who deals with this. Maybe you aren’t into this, but I read 
a lot of philosophy. You may find other people’s insights into death really helpful. Edgar Morin talks a lot 
about death:

“Perfumes evaporate, wines sour, mountains flatten, flowers wither, living things and suns return to dust. All 
creation, all generation, all development, and even all information must be paid for in entropy. No system, 
no being can regenerate itself in isolation.”

Maybe your just a philosopher and you don’t know it.

fears of the collector
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In the search through the phenomenon, hopefully the material, disparate and illu-
sive in itself, has together drawn attention to this inclination present in the behaviors 
of the mind. The point to which this essay emerged was the search for a definition 
or an explanation of the phenomenon. The illusorily nature of the contents of the 
mind and the impulses of one person to the next made a singularly formatted es-
say a difficult place to work out this particular subject. In the sections of this paper, 
the attempt was to find these similar perspectives in the database of individuals, 
searchable on the internet. 
The idea between the useless and the everyday is that this phenomenon is one 
so ingrained in day to day mental processes that it manifests itself in things of lit-
tle culture importance or social value. Why do keys and matchboxes and pencils 
become important once named collections, and arbitrary pieces of life become 
valued when order correctly? 
The organization of this paper reflects this transformation from objects of little val-
ue to those of importance through the exhibition of their natural organization. The 
method works on two levels: one, of an impulse to mentally order these items of 
little use and two, to instill importance into useless things by presenting them as a 
collection. The mental strain and personal importance instilled in one’s possessions 
makes this exhibition important. The wish to present this mental work is in a way a 
wish to see a community of collectors. With this collection of entry points into the 
theory presented, a community of collectors has been gathered.  

Conclusion:
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Notes:

Lexicon
Impulse
1.Dictionary.com, search: impulse, first definition [dictionary.reference.com/browse/impulse]
2.Dictionary.com, search: impulse, British dictionary definition [dictionary.reference.com/browse/impulse]
3.Dictionary.com, search: impulse, definition in medicine [dictionary.reference.com/browse/impulse]
4.Dictionary.com, search: impulse, definition in science [dictionary.reference.com/browse/impulse]
5.Merriam-Webster, search: impulse, first definition [merriam-webster.com/dictionary/impulse]
6.Merriam-Webster, search: impulse, medical definition [merriam-webster.com/dictionary/impulse]
7.The Free Dictionary, search: impulse, first definition [thefreedictionary.com/impulse]
8.The Free Dictionary, search: impulse, second definition [thefreedictionary.com/impulse]
9.The Free Dictionary, search: impulse, third definition [thefreedictionary.com/impulse]

Collect
1. Dictionary.com, search: collect, first definition [dictionary.reference.com/browse/collect]
2. Dictionary.com, search: collect, second definition [dictionary.reference.com/browse/collect]
3. Dictionary.com, search: collect, first British Dictionary definition [dictionary.reference.com/

browse/collect]
4. Dictionary.com, search: collect, second British Dictionary definition 

[dictionary.reference.com/browse/collect]
5. Dictionary.com, search: collect, word origin and history for collect 

[dictionary.reference.com/browse/collect]
6. Merriam-Webster, search: collect, first definition [merriam-webster.com/dictionary/collect]
7. Merriam-Webster, search: collect, second definition [merriam-webster.com/dictionary/collect]
8. Merriam-Webster, search: collect, third definition [merriam-webster.com/dictionary/collect]
9. The Free Dictionary, search: collect, first definition [thefreedictionary.com/collect]
10. The Free Dictionary, search: collect, second definition [thefreedictionary.com/collect]

Order
1.Dictionary.com, search: order, first definition [dictionary.reference.com/browse/order]
2.Dictionary.com, search: order, Bristish definition [dictionary.reference.com/browse/order]
3.Merriam-Webster, search: order, first definition [merriam-webster.com/dictionary/order]
4.The Free Dictionary, search: order, first definition [thefreedictionary.com/order]
5.The Free Dictionary, search: order, second definition [thefreedictionary.com/order]
6.The Free Dictionary, search: order, third definition [thefreedictionary.com/order]

Useless
1.Dictionary.com, search: useless, first definition [dictionary.reference.com/browse/useless]
2.Dictionary.com, search: useless, British definition [dictionary.reference.com/browse/useless]
3.Merriam-Webster, search: useless, first definition [merriam-webster.com/dictionary/useless]
4.The Free Dictionary, search: everyday, first definition [thefreedictionary.com/everyday]
5.The Free Dictionary, search: everyday, second definition [thefreedictionary.com/everyday]
6.The Free Dictionary, search: everyday, third definition [thefreedictionary.com/everyday]

Everyday
1.Dictionary.com, search: everyday, first definition [dictionary.reference.com/browse/everyday]
2.Dictionary.com, search: everyday, British definition [dictionary.reference.com/browse/everyday]
3.Merriam-Webster, search: everyday, first definition [merriam-webster.com/dictionary/everyday]
4.The Free Dictionary, search: everyday, first definition [thefreedictionary.com/everyday]

Collecting the Useless and the Everyday
A Collection of Red Objects
1.Wikipedia: Red, “6.6 The color that attracts attention” [en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red]

A Collection of Red Objects
2.Wikipedia: Guinness World Records, “1 History” [en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guinness_World_Record]
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3. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Keys [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-records/larg
est-collection-of-keys]

4. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Thimbles [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-records/
largest-collection-of-thimbles]

5. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Beer Bottles [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-re
cords/largest-collection-of-beer-bottles]

6. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Candles [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-records/
largest-collection-of-candles]

7. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Magazines [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-records/
largest-collection-of-magazines]

8. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Pencils [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-records/larg
est-collection-of-pencils]

9. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Salt and Pepper Shakers [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/
world-records/largest-collection-of-salt-and-pepper-shakers]

10. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Sugar Packets [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-re
cords/largest-collection-of-sugar-packets]

11. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Landyards [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-re
cords/largest-collection-of-lanyards]

12. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Condoms [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-records/
largest-collection-of-condoms]

13. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Toothpaste Tubes [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/
world-records/largest-collection-of-toothpaste-tubes]

14. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Thermometers [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-re
cords/largest-collection-of-thermometers]

15. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Hairpins/Hair Clips [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/
world-records/largest-collection-of-hairpins-hair-clips]

16. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Gift Card [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-records/
largest-collection-of-gift-cards]

17. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Confetti [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-records/
largest-collection-of-confetti]

18. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Matchboxes [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-re
cords/largest-collection-of-matchboxes]

19. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Lip Balms [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-records/
largest-collection-of-lip-balms]

20. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Clothing Tags [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-re
cords/largest-collection-of-clothing-tags]

21. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Tea Bag Covers [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-re
cords/largest-collection-of-tea-bag-covers]

22. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Umbrella Sleeves [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/
world-records/largest-collection-of-umbrella-sleeves]

23. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Mobile Phones [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-re
cords/largest-collection-of-mobile-phones]

24. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Chocolate Bars [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-re
cords/largest-collection-of-chocolate-bars]

25. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Calendars [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-records/
largest-collection-of-calendars]

26. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Matchbox Labels [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/
world-records/largest-collection-of-matchbox-labels]

27. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Ball-Point Pens [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-re
cords/68621-largest-collection-of-pens-ball-point]

28.Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Miniature Chairs [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/
world-records/largest-collection-of-miniature-chairs]

29. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Candy Wrappers [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/
world-records/largest-collection-of-candy-wrappers]

30. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Napkins [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-records/
largest-collection-of-napkins]

31. Guinness World Record, Largest Collection of Playing Cards [http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-re
cords/largest-collection-of-playing-cards]

Figure 1.1 Key, Google Image search: a key [http://www.lowes.com/pd_71888-37672-89501_0__?produc
tId=3740579]
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Figure 1.2 Candle, Google Image search: a candle [http://www.sheknows.com/home-and-gardening/arti
cles/980327/perfect-scents-roundup]

Figure 1.3 Beer Bottle, Google Image search: a beer bottle [http://www.mainbrew.com/Beer-Bottles-Brown-
12ounce-___-Case24-Prodview.html]

Figure 1.4 Thimble, Google Image search: a thimble [http://www.sodahead.com/fun/when-did-you-last-use-a-thim
ble/question-3450651/]

Figure 1.5 Salt and Pepper Shaker, Google Image search: salt and pepper shaker [http://www.webstaurantstore.
com/2-oz-mushroom-top-salt-and-pepper-shaker-12-shakers-pack/407151SP.html]

Figure 1.6 Pencil, Google Image search: a pencil [https://thabto.wordpress.com/2013/08/08/i-pencil-a-little-tale-of
economic-wisdom/]

Figure 1.7 Sugar Packet, Google Image search: sugar packet [http://becuo.com/sugar-packet-clipart]
Figure 1.8 Lanyard, Google Image search: lanyard [http://www.ctlaminating.com/Pages/ID/Lanyards.html]
Figure 1.9 Condom, Google Image search: condom [http://www.condomjungle.com/clear-condom-wrapper/]
Figure 1.10 Toothpaste Tube, Google Image search: toothpaste tube [http://www.justaminute.com.au/product.

php?productid=210072]
Figure 1.11 Gift Card, Google Image search: gift card [http://www.riccardoenoteca.com/index.php/gift-cards]
Figure 1.12 Hair Clip, Google Image search: hair clip [http://www.highondiy.com/rodarte-shooting-star-hair-clip-

diy/]
Figure 1.13 Confetti, Google Image search: confetti [http://weheartit.com/entry/group/29054548]
Figure 1.14 Matchbox, Google Image search: matchbox [http://dir.indiamart.com/godhra/match-boxes.html]
Figure 1.15 Lip Balm, Google Image search: lip balm [http://www.ad-promotion-gift.com/bc/2377/promtion

al-gift_6.html]
Figure 1.16 Umbrella Sleeve, Google Image search: umbrella sleeve [http://www.senz.co.uk/product-detail.

cfm?product=senz-smart-s-folding-umbrella-in-bubbly-rose&cat=1762]
Figure 1.17 Mobile Phone, Google Image search: mobile phone [http://www.knowyourmobile.com/nokia/

nokia-3310/19848/history-mobile-phones-1973-2008-handsets-made-it-all-happen]
Figure 1.18 Chocolate Bar, Google Image search: chocolate bar [http://www.sweetpetescandy.com/products/sol

id-chocolate-bar-dark-chocolate]
Figure 1.19 Calendar, Google Image search: calendar [http://calendars2015.haden.eu/wall-calendars/

wall-sheet-calendars/]
Figure 1.20 Ball Point Pen, Google Image search: ball point pen [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bic_Cristal]
Figure 1.21 Candy Wrapper, Google Image search: candy wrapper [http://pixshark.com/empty-chocolate-wrap

pers.htm]
Figure 1.22 Miniature Chair, Google Image search: chair [http://www.ikea.com/us/en/catalog/products/30210775/]
Figure 1.23 Playing Cards, Google Image search: playing cards [http://www.bicyclecards.com/]
Figure 1.24 Napkin, Google Image search: napkin [http://www.abchome.com/shop/ribbed-neutral-nap

kin-1218378]

Fears of the Collector
Anthropophobia (fear of people or society)
1. Anthropophobia, Social Anxiety Support forum [http://www.socialanxietysupport.com/forum/f33/anthropopho

bia-1446746/]

Athazagoraphobia (fear of being forgotten or ignored or forgetting)
2. Athazagoraphobia (fear of being forgotten), Social Anxiety Support forum [http://www.socialanxietysupport.com/

forum/f33/athazagoraphobia-fear-of-being-forgotten-114681/]

Chronophobia (fear of time)
3. Time going by too fast ;/, Social Anxiety Support [http://www.socialanxietysupport.com/forum/f26/time-going-by-

too-fast-86948/]

Gerascophobia (fear of growing old)
4. Afraid of getting old, Social Anxiety Support [http://www.socialanxietysupport.com/forum/f35/afraid-of-getting-

old-141635/]

Necrophobia (fear of death or dead things)
5. Hi fear of death here, Social Anxiety Support [http://www.socialanxietysupport.com/forum/f25/hi-fear-of-death-

here-110722/]
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